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Introduction
The heart of a child is so beautiful, so tender and yet so big. A child’s heart can be an inspiration with their profound sense of unconditional love and unwavering faith. It’s no wonder why Jesus commands us to have faith like a child!
This is why we are called to maintain their innocence. There are so many external influences that can corrupt a child. From things they watch on T.V., to friends they acquire from school. These friends can have the greatest influence on a child if the parents don’t correct the situation. It is not that the child needs to be corrected but how we relate to them does.
We have the ability to maintain innocence or cause them to lose it. Therefore, it is our responsibility to care for and nurture their hearts. We as parents are given the task of building up and protecting their innocence. 
But many people are missing out on one of life’s greatest blessings: a fulfilling relationship with their child. 
Being burdened by busy work schedules and plans to move the family forward our friendships with our children often end up neglected if not forgotten. God is love, and where there is love there is peace. Where there is peace there is Christ, the Prince of peace. 
In order to achieve this peace we must focus on our God given blessing –our relationship with our children. Therefore we will discuss the need for Christ centered friendships with our children as we learn how to cherish the beautiful heart of a child.
 



Chapter One
The Power Of Love
God is the ultimate embodiment of love. Through His love we find hope. Because of His love we are saved. Love binds the shattered, mends the broken, and restores the lost. 
It was out of love that God chose to save us. It was with the framework of love that God created the Heavens and the Earth. It is love that fulfills His law.
Love gives life. It is the perfect medicine for a heart that’s sick. The love of God conquers all –including the grave. Love is power. Therefore if you walk in love you will walk in the full power of God.
Love needs to be the driving factor in our relationships with our children. God is love, and by leading our children through His love we are leading them to Christ. Every parent loves their child. But it is how we express that love that matters. Many of us through the busy-ness of life neglect taking the proper time we need with our children. When we choose to work, we justify the lack of time we give them, calling it providence. But a child needs more than money, a child needs love. If you do not build your house in the love of God it will fall into bitterness. Your children will succumb to this and will fight with each other. This will rob your home of the peace of God. But as it is written,
“Better is a dinner of herbs where love is, Than a fatted calf with hatred.” Pro 15:17  
Keep love in your house. Take the time to express it to your children by creating friendships with them. How we relate to our children dictates how they will relate to God. Although God is our Father, are not the righteous called “the friends of God,” like Abraham? God becomes our Father and yet at times He acts like our friend. We need to be the image of the Father in everything. Therefore we ought also to form loving bonds with our children through friendships.
As parents we are the ones who lead them to God. We can’t sit them down in front of a T.V. and expect a Christian show to teach them what they need for a relationship with Christ. Some parents do this thinking the Christian message is enough. So they sit their children down and check out from their lives.
If T.V. had the power to properly educate children then why are they still sent off to school? Why not make them watch a bunch of educational programs instead? And why are they not permitted to watch T.V. while they do their homework? Because it is a distraction and not a source of education, wisdom or hope.
Similar to this, children need real religious training. A training that comes from real life experiences guided by a loving parent. If we are nurturing our children in the love of Christ we will lead them to Christ. We can’t leave it up to anyone else to lead our children in the Lord. God has entrusted us with them and it is our responsibility to nurture them. It is in fact commanded of us to train our children in a relationship with the Lord. As it is written,
"Therefore you shall lay up these words of mine in your heart and in your soul, and bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. 
You shall teach them to your children, speaking of them when you sit in your house, when you walk by the way, when you lie down, and when you rise up. And you shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates, 
that your days and the days of your children may be multiplied in the land of which the LORD swore to your fathers to give them, like the days of the heavens above the earth.” Deu 11:18-21
In this last verse God has issued a promise -The promise of eternal life. When we read, “like the days of the heavens above the earth.” And the land He has promised is the “New Jerusalem,” as we read in the book of Revelation.
Therefore God has commanded us to lead and nurture our children into eternal life. This nurturing must be done through both training and friendship. This friendship must be tended to continuously on a daily basis. By expressing God’s love to our children through a personal relationship with them, we will witness the power of God in their lives. His power will first be expressed when they receive Him as Savior and it will continue through their experiences with the Lord.
We as parents have the blessing of both leading our children in Christ and fellowshipping with them. By planting the seeds of a friendship in our children we will reap the fruit of fellowship later in life. But if we are not sowing in love we will not reap love. A child walking in the love of God will naturally be more respectful and obedient. Why? Because they want to please God and remain obedient to Him -being compelled by love.
If we sow the seeds of a friendship in our children it will give us the leverage to properly nurture them and train them in Christ. Love has the power to build. The home founded in love will be built for eternity. In order to found our home in love we need to pursue deeper and more meaningful relationships with our children. Therefore we must set the appropriate time aside to spend with them daily that we may build friendships with them. 
By becoming their friends we can show them what God’s love looks like firsthand. As they grow closer to us we can lead them in a friendship to accept Christ. It is the love and goodness of God that leads us to repentance. By taking the time to be a part of your child’s life daily, and by taking the time to love them they will accept Christ at an earlier age.
It is love that all humanity is drawn to. If then a child is drawn to the love of God in you, they will desire a relationship with Christ, having experienced Christ through you. Let love build your home. Providing for your children is not enough. They need you. Don’t get so wrapped up in your work life that you don’t have any time to devote to your children. Your children are your ministry given to you by God. Do not neglect your ministry nor the gift of God. You will never get another chance! Sit down and take the time to relate to your children.
Sow the love of God in them and watch the power it has to produce a peaceful tightly knit family. Your children will be led in a strong walk with the Lord and able to encourage countless others. It is our children whom we will hand the control of the world down to. They will become our presidents and governors. Some will be before we ever go home to the Lord.  They will also become pastors and elders in the church. What influence do you want your children to have on the world? Good or evil? 
“…But a child left to himself brings shame to his mother.” Pro 29:15  
Yet if we are close to them in a friendship, they will be the glory of your family. If you train a child you train a nation. Because a child will grow up and give back the love of God to the community around them. Grow your children in the love of God and you will see the Lord work in their lives. If Christ becomes their passion, then He will become their source of strength -and He is very strong indeed.
Sow in love and you will reap it. Sow Christ in your children and they will reap eternal life. You, however, will reap not only on this earth but in the age to come. Grow them in truth and pour out on them. They are a special gift given to you by the Lord. Treat them as such and they will be emotionally and spiritually sound.
Lead your family in Christ and the power of His love shall build your home. Seek friendships with your children and watch them blossom in Christ from the influence you have on them. These things God calls us to, and we have an account to give for how we nurtured our families. Take it seriously and make Christ the center.





Chapter Two
The Power Of Friendship
In the fast paced nature of life sometimes we forget to slow things down a little and be grateful for the here and now. First you get married, then you have children. Then you blink your eyes and you’re kids are in school already. You blink again and they have their first crush. Then before you know it they move out and you’re stricken with empty nest syndrome. They get married and the process repeats itself all over again.
Take the time to enjoy what God has given you today. You will never be able to take these days back. If you don’t learn to slow down a little and rest in the Lord while you enjoy your family, before you know it your family will move out. 
So much joy is lost in the busy-ness of life. Don’t break your child’s heart just because your boss asks you to skip your kid’s birthday, and looks down on you if you don’t. Their house isn’t built in love, and do you really want a family like theirs? It doesn’t matter how much your employer needs you, your children and your spouse will always need you more.
 If you passed away today who would be the ones most shaken, and most broken? Not your job! They only consider you an asset because you help them make money. If you didn’t make them money, you’d be on the street. They don’t care about you or your family, and that’s why they try to get you to skip family events. Nothing else matters to them than the bottom line and you’re just another number.
Remember the people who are closest to you, and take the time to treasure them. There are some people out there that you may not mean the world to. But until your children have Christ, you are their world, and without you, their world is shattered.
Love them, treasure them, and foster a friendship with them. Create a relationship by becoming your baby’s best friend. No human being on the face of this earth can have a better and more positive impact on your child’s life than you. That’s why God gave them to you. If you neglect this opportunity for a relationship with your children, there will be a day when you’ll never be able to take things back again.
God out of His crazy head over heels love for you has pursued you to the darkest corners of this earth. He was the one who pulled you up from the pit and raised you from the trench, that you may know His love. Now you are called to be that example of the Father to your children. Pursue that relationship while you have them! Be the one close by their side to pull them up from the deepest pits of their heart. Help them find Jesus Christ by His love. Let His love become alive and real to them through you.



Best friends forever!
In our families we should put our spouses first. Our relationship with them is the foundation of the family, with Christ being the Chief cornerstone. If mommy and daddy aren’t close, the children can sense it. By putting your children first before your spouse this will only create a broken home. Rather seek ways to be close to one another, and continue in that close relationship that your children may see it and be inspired by it.
Be the ultimate example of the Lord’s love in your family. Yes, your spouse comes first, but still take the time to draw near to your children and have a “buddy-buddy” relationship with them. Keep a “best friends forever” mentality with them, and they will keep it with you. If you do not keep up with their ever changing heart then you may end up being cast off as “uncool” by their friends. Their friends will influence your children to detach from you, and they will from fear of being mocked.
Such friends shouldn’t be around your children. If they are influencing your kid to disrespect and disconnect from their parents they should be removed. It would be better to remove the negative influence than suffer a broken relationship with your child. You are the number one person who will lead them to Christ. 
Satan will always try whatever he can to break you away from your children. You have to be vigilant and keep that connection with your child going at all times. It is by your words that they should come to Christ. They should never have to go through anyone else but you.
Set time aside every day if possible to spend a few moments with them. Let time slow down and be grateful for what you have with them. Forget about chores and the stresses of life, and just enjoy God’s and your child’s presence. You will regret not taking this time while you can.



The Accident
I once knew a man who had a son and several daughters. He was always caught up in working hard for his family. He wanted to give them the brightest future possible. So he put in a lot of hours and missed special days for his children. His son’s baseball practice, birthdays, and all sorts of things. He felt like they mattered but giving them a future and a hope through His hard work meant more to him.
Then one night when his son was sixteen, his whole life changed. He gave his son permission to go out with his girlfriend that night. He had gone to bed and was sleeping, then at midnight there was a knock on the door. Coming to the door he was met by two state troopers. 
“Sir do you know where your son is at this time?” they asked him. “Yeah he’s out with his girlfriend, why is there something wrong officers?”
They took their hats off and hung their heads low. “I’m sorry sir, but there’s been a terrible accident. I’m afraid your son is not going to make it.” –His heart stood still.
“WHERE IS HE!?” 
“He’s at the hospital, Sir”
In a frantic rush he threw on his coat and raced to see his son. He was begging God for a miracle the whole way there. “This can’t be happening! Oh God! This can’t be happening! Please God, NO!” He said praying within himself.
When he found his son in the hospital room he immediately embraced him. He looked into his sons eyes which were shadowed by a bloody face. “I love you dad, I’m sorry about the car.” His son said with a rattle in his voice.
“I love you.” He said weeping over his son. He told his son he loved him one last time, then he died in his arms. That was the last time he ever held his son. That was the last time he ever looked into his baby eyes.
He can never take back those days with him. They’re gone forever. It took something as horrible as that to change his thinking. He didn’t realize that it wasn’t about his hard work, but it was about the Lord who provides and gives his children a future and a hope. Broken, he changed his life, vowing never to miss another moment of his children’s lives. He was there for his daughters in everything, always. He always put God and his family first from that point forward.
I met him ten years after this happened. But he was still as broken as the first day it happened. Even though we release things to God, sometimes there are things we wish we could have back that we just can’t. There are some pains that just don’t fully go away. He wanted his days back with his son that he could make them right again, but he could never have them back.
Don’t make this mistake! Love your children like there is no tomorrow! Let them see and feel that love. Lead them to Christ by this friendship you build and have no shame in loving them.



Be A Child Again And Cherish Your Children!
Start while your children are young. Have fun with your kids! Wrestle with your boys, get down and tickle them. Have a tea party with your girls or play dress up. Let loose, rest in God and enjoy your children. Get down on your hands and knees and enter their play world.
If you have young boys pick up the toy cars and drive places with them. Get that Dino-Rex chomping on something. Turn your recliner into a car, and if their small enough they can sit on your lap and be the driver.
Make it fun! Rock that chair on every turn and have everyone fall off when the car crashes! Think about it. The car has to crash for two reasons. The first is that you have a boy and boys love wild things. The second is that a preschooler is driving the car, and that can’t be safe! But let them think they are good drivers anyway.
Get some Legos or Lincoln logs and build things. Be constructive. Build a fort and use it as the army base. Then have a war with imaginary soldiers. Make things as fun as possible. Use rubber bands as your bullets and have rubber band wars. Then you can shoot each other!
But when playing with them, if it is at all possible, try to do more outside than inside. Children tend to get boxed up behind the Xbox and stationed behind the Play Station. Video games act as a tremendous snare for them. It sucks up a lot of time and pulls them away from real interaction. Chances are if they are old enough to play video games they are going to want to center everything they do with you around those games. If that’s the case then recognize the idol that’s forming in their hearts. If anyone is too swallowed up in something it becomes and idol, and our attention is meant for the Lord.
So if it’s possible (depending on the time of year) take them outside. Teach them the fun to be had with real life. If they want to play a game, then make it a once and a while thing, and teach them how to tame their hearts with their “treats.” Video games and the like are treats and should be treated as such. There is a much larger world outside your doors, and it can be immensely fun.
Unfortunately in my house video games were all consuming. So we did away with the television and the games. Now we’ve found so much more to do in life that we wouldn’t have it any other way. Rather than seeking entertainment we are able to seek the Lord more. Getting rid of the distractions opened the door for seeking the Lord instead and it has blessed the walks of my family members.
Keep things outdoors and get some sunshine. Kick a ball around. Build a tree house or a little play house that sits on the ground. Your kids would love to help you and learn from you. If your kids are responsible and big enough let them partake in building it. That’s what makes it most fun to them. Not only do they get to play with this awesome new toy, but they got to spend the time making it with mommy and daddy.
Take your boys fishing and hunting. Go for hikes and educate them with things in the forest. Take them cave exploring, or fossil hunting. Kids love to be active and engaged in interesting and fun activities. They especially love doing projects with Mommy and Daddy. Build crafts, do science experiments, build something for a weather experiment. While you do them you can be teaching them something new and they will think you’re really smart in the process!
With girls have a tea party or make a music video with them. Who cares if it’s no good! Making it is half the fun! Play dress up and then go dancing. Turn it into a fun dance party! If you’re daddy then dress her up in a princess dress and be prince charming who takes her to the ball.
Get a video camera going and turn dress up time into a fashion show. It would make an awesome family video to keep for remembrance. Play house, but if you don’t have a dollhouse, throw a few sheets on the backs of chairs. For boys, it’s a fort but for girls it’s a princess castle. And of course –she’s the princess!
Play house and let the dollies be a family then take mommy (your daughter) pretend grocery shopping. Line they toys against the wall and let her pick out the “groceries.” Then take them home and bake a cake or a pie for the husband.
Play with their baby dolls and their Barbies. Let them create the play world and just join in as a playmate. Don’t try to stifle their imagination, but inspire it.
Do art projects with them. Color or build a craft. Make paper from scratch, or use paper plates to make sea horses. Use the cheapest thin paper plates with the ridges along the edge. The ridges serve as the sea horses back. Draw the sea horse with them then cut it out and make it pretty. Get side walk chalk and make pictures with them in the driveway. Play some hop scotch, or play house in the play house you just built outside.
There are so many ideas for having fun with little children but let them invent the play world. Don’t try to control anything unless things are getting out of control. Go to the park, and join them on the jungle gym. If they can hold your weight then jump down the kiddy slides with them. Have a water day outside with squirt guns, kiddie pools and water balloons. You can attach the balloons to a tree limb and play water balloon piñata. 
For those of you who are fathers of daughters, do not be afraid of what other people think of you when you play with your daughters. How would you feel if your child stopped being a friend to you because they feared the comments and mocking of their friends? Some men are caught up in this sense of macho-ism. They would rather be caught dead than be caught playing with dollies. But this is your little girl’s world and be a part of it.
I know a man who played tea party with a little girl. Some how he got to talking about it with “the guys” and they burst out laughing at him. 
“WHAT!?” They said laughing
“Where you the one who wore the bonnet or poured the tea!?” one of the guys said mockingly.
But he put his shoulders back and with pigeon chested pride he said, “I wore the bonnet!”
Be the father who isn’t afraid to be a part of your daughter’s life. Join her in her little world. Don’t make it boyish or macho to compensate. Just have fun from her perspective. It’s her life and her world –be a part of it. Lay down your pride and pick up a selfless heart with her. Let her feel sincerely loved by you. Always let your children feel like you are a part of their world and you will mean the world to them.
If your children are older or teens and you never pursued that relationship or if you had a major “disconnect” with them, start building things now. There is no time like today! If they’ve moved out, it’s still not too late! They’re still alive! So be thankful for what you have. If they’re still teenagers, then schedule a day with them to “hang out.” 
Spend that day like you would with any knew acquaintance. If you just meet a person for the first time and get really “buddy buddy” with them the first day they will get weirded out and try to push you away. Your children are the same. They have an adult mind at these ages and friendships need to be built with them just like anyone else.
Meet with them maybe once every two weeks. Whatever they seem comfortable with. Get a drink or a coffee with them. Whatever you choose to do, let it be centered around a sociable theme. Let it be a place that you could hold a good conversation and get to know them like you would any friend. 
As things progress along, continue to do things that interest them. Ask your children what they want to do, and let them choose. Then pray over the various options and let God lead you to the best option.
Have fun with them from their perspective. If it is about what you want, it won’t be fun for them. But if you can pick things that are fun for both you and your children you will create an everlasting friendship with them.
 



Chapter Three
The Peace Love Brings
Some homes are noisy. The children fight and the parents yell. Then the children being disrespectful yell back at the parents. Everything becomes a vicious cycle of stress, anger, and arguing.
God hasn’t called us to a divided home but to unity in Christ. Satan is the author of divisions and chaos in the family. He hates the nearness God wants to create among us. So Satan causes divisions that he may keep us from drawing near to the Lord. 
Bearing this in mind, if we keep a watchful eye for the working of the enemy in the family we will be able to resist the devil. By pursuing the Holy Spirit together in family fellowship many of the trivial things in a family should be done away with. However sometimes we need to remember to form bonds between one another through love.
Encourage your children to become friends. Not just by telling them to do so, but by creating events or projects for them to do together. Do not give them labor or chores, but fun things that can be done together. If arguing occurs, then train them not to argue. They should never be unloving toward one another. (If you struggle with child training I speak about it more in depth in my book Nurturing A Child’s Heart.)
By creating situations for your children to bond, you will see them loving one another more. Sometimes just by having to be together through the process of time they end up becoming best friends.
I once knew a woman whose son and daughter always got along. So I asked her how she managed to get her children to be such good friends. She went on to explain that there was a time that they always fought.
Then one day her family had to move from Alaska to the lower 48 states. It took them about a month to drive all the way through Canada and down to their new home. “It was a nightmare at first” she said. “The kids constantly fought, and made a horrible ruckus in the car. But we gave them something to do and after a while they started playing together.” Then she went on onto explain, “It really comes down to the fact that they were stuck in a car for a month and had no one else to play with. Then we gave them something to do together.” In the end her children became best friends.
By teaching your children to always love one another you will be bringing peace over your home. The love of God always brings peace. Because He loved you, He sought you out to save you and bring peace between you and the Father. Raise your children in the love of the Prince of Peace. Begin by being the example of His love. Train your children that the home is a sanctuary of peace. Yes they will play noisily, and that’s okay, so long as it isn’t fighting. 
By ‘sanctuary’ we mean to say that our homes are a place where they can find the peace of God. Let the home life be more spiritual than the church life. You only spend so many hours at church, but the whole week is spent at home. Christ isn’t a safety card for judgment day, He is a companion and a way of life. He is a lifestyle that we must live according to. Therefore live according to Christ and seek His Spirit always. By constantly worshiping, praying, and seeking the Lord, His Spirit will be upon your home. As it is written
“For where two or three are gathered together in My name, I am there in the midst of them." Mat 18:20  
Where ever His Spirit is, there is peace. Let the Love of God rule in your heart, and teach your children how to do likewise. When they take their own personal walks with the Lord seriously, you will see how it will affect your family. Because they want to walk in love, there will be fewer fights among them. They will be more easily convicted of disrespect toward you. This is especially needed for the teen years. When they are able to think for themselves they tend to question your logic and reasons. But if you teach them to govern their thoughts through the love of Christ, they will be more sober minded in their actions. The end result? A more respectful, peaceful, and loving child.
Focus on growing in the Lord and sharing His love. Train your children to walk in His love and be governed by it. Build a passion for the Lord in them. Then as they seek God in a personal relationship, He will take care of the rest. The most important thing to do is to lead them to Christ.
Many people say that you can lead a horse to water but you can’t make it drink. But if you train the horse to drink every time it is led to water then it will drink! Do the same with your children. Train them in a walk with the Lord and watch them fall in love with Him. 
If they love the Lord they will seek Him on their own. Lead them to love the Lord of their own accord. They will drink of His water and be edified by His presence. Ultimately God is a better teacher than you. Therefore by leading them to God and in a walk of salvation, you will know that everything will work out for the greatest good. And why? Because God will work all things together for good in your children who are called according to His purpose. 
God is the center of love. Found your family in love and lead them by it. Teach them to walk in it and you will see the peace that love brings.





Chapter Four
Kindness Goes A Long Way
Always look for opportunities to bless your children. There is a difference between spoiling them and showing them an act of kindness from time to time.
We are always called to have a servant’s heart in everything we do. Not that our worlds should revolve around our children, but by being the example of Christ, we can lead them to Christ. 
Being a parent, by nature, requires a servant’s heart. When they are babies we feed them, burp them, change their diapers, and wake up all night long to satisfy their every need. Being the parent of an infant teaches you to serve with selflessness. But somewhere through time we lose that desire to serve as our children become more independent. We need to keep that heart. As they get older they will need less and less help with life. But we still need to be there for them and serve them when the necessity arrives. By being the example of Christ they will become like Christ. When you are serving a child, encourage another to help you serve their sibling. Do this with each of them to train them to be selfless toward one another.
Yet serving should be in regard to needs and not always wants, or else we will spoil them. It is good however to show random acts of kindness. Sometimes with my children I would set aside a special moment to bless them once or twice a week.
When they were younger their favorite chips were Doritos. So I would buy a big bag without their knowing and sit on the chair and invite them to sit on my lap. Often my boys would sit with me and snack with me for a half hour. I wouldn’t get the treat for me, I would do it for them. Then they would sit with me for a special moment. There were no other distractions. Just a moment to be with my kids doing something they like to do.
The benefit for me is that I got to snuggle my little boys while they wilfully sat on my lap. There was no jumping down for playing all they wanted was to be with Daddy and share a moment with him. There are more things to do than giving tangible objects. One could also do an activity with them. If you have some time to spare, choose something random and spontaneous. Take them to a park unexpectedly, or sit down and color with them.
Sometimes blessing them with an activity they love to do is an act of kindness to them. But seek the Lord and let Him lead you to the things you should do. He knows what is edifying and will build bonds the best. Whatever you choose to bless them with, make it involve you. They need to be blessed with your presence. Your children need to view you as a blessing and not a burden. This will cause them to respect you more.
If we want to cultivate a relationship with our children we need to be friendly and loving in everything we do. Even as it is written, 
“A man who has friends must himself be friendly, But there is a friend who sticks closer than a brother.” Pro 18:24  
But when trying to bless them make it something special. Take the time to learn the things that they like, and randomly bless them with it. Keep up with their ever changing likes and dislikes. A child who gets something they used to like and grew out of, feels insulted when they get it as a gift. Why? Because your child thought you were his or her friend and you know nothing about him or her. “How can you not know what I like Mommy and Daddy?” So make yourself a part of their daily life and bless them with the little things that they like.
By doing this you can know what will be the greatest blessing to your children. Sometimes it is good to set aside a special day to randomly bless a child. I call it “bless a child day.” Figure out a one on one activity you know your child would like. Then set aside one full day to spend with your child and love on them. Take them to a park, take them fishing, do whatever they enjoy most. 
You can even treat the day similar to a birthday. Buy a couple presents for no reason at all. Wrap them up and make your child sit down and open them like Christmas or a birthday. Just make it a fun day, and make it a complete surprise. If you make it a one on one day, your child will get really close to you because of it. Mommy can have one half of the day and daddy can have the other.
You can do these things a couple times a year. Make them random and not scheduled like a holiday. You can let your child know a week in advance so they have something to look forward to. But don’t get so caught up in things (such as work) that you can’t make it to your child’s special day. Nothing breaks their heart more than you not being there for them. All that will do is create an opportunity for a rift to form between you and your child. Always follow through with kindness. Always follow through with positive reinforcement. 
Just think about it! Your child is looking forward to being your special friend for a day. Why would you turn up that precious opportunity? They’re looking forward to being with you! Make certain that you can follow through with the things you schedule, or when the special day comes, it won’t be as special to them. 
Children have a difficult time handling emotions. As a result they will feel hurt about having to push the day back. When they finally get to the special day, it will be lurking in their mind how sad and upset they’ve been about the day being pushed back. So rather than focusing on a good day with you, they will be focusing on a broken heart.
Keeping your word is a Christ-like quality. Always keep your word in everything. Let your children see that the qualities of Jesus Christ matter to you. Show them why they matter and how they affect and influence your life for the better. Kindness is a quality of the Lord. By teaching your children why God calls us to do such things, and by giving them living examples, it will encourage them to continue in Christ. 
When planning a “bless a child day” do not make it on a holiday or birthday. Make sure that it is unassociated with such events. Let your child have something to look forward to. A birthday is a birthday. They will always look forward to that. This needs to be a special day to show them how much they’re loved.
If you have many children, get everyone involved. Each child gets their own special day, and make sure they know that. Have your other children help you prepare things. If you’re getting presents have them make something meaningful for their sibling. Help them with the project. Oversee it but don’t do it for them.
If you’re planning it as a surprise, then have all the other kids keep it a secret. You can make it like a surprise birthday party, where everyone hides while you wait for them to get home. Then when the child comes home you jump out yelling, “Surprise! We Love you!” When they are taken aback wondering what you’re being so weird for, you can tell them, “Today is your special day! Today we all want to show you how much we love you, and how glad we are to have you in our lives.”
How do you think that would make them feel? Seeing and hearing things like that? Take the time to bless them, and make it a priority to make certain your children feel loved. We all have emotional tanks that need filling. Don’t let your children run on “E” for long. Be kind and fill your children with the love of Christ.
When giving a child a special day try to get them one on one time with everyone. On this day a child can play one on one with each sibling for a couple hours doing things they love to do together. This will form lasting friendships and bonds among your children.
But when you have many family members it can cost a lot of money to buy presents every time. Think creatively and think cheap or free. It doesn’t always have to be about presents. Do fun activities, and make it a really blessed day. 
Money doesn’t have to dictate our relationships. Many poor families from third world countries are very close to each other. Money doesn’t have to be the deciding factor in the fun a child gets to have on their special day. It isn’t about how much money you bring to the event, it is about how much love you bring. This day is meant to show your child that they are loved and very special to the whole family.
So take the time to spend with them. Get out a note book and a pen. Start jotting down the things that you know your children love. Write their name in one column and write the things that bless them in another column. Do this for every child you have. Then draw lines to the similarities they have with each other and plan the activity they do for the couple hours they spend together. That way your children will have a common ground to relate to one another. Friendships are built over the similarities we have and not the differences.
These things will bless your children. They will feel very loved and closer to the whole family in the end. This is one of many great ways to keep and build a bond with each individual child.
 



Chapter Five
Being Fair To Everyone
When you have several children sometimes favorites can be picked by accident. Sometimes the first born or the only boy or girl gets the most attention. This leaves the other children jealous and broken for love. A child should never be left hungry for love, but always filled to overflowing by their parents.
Always try to be fair with everyone. Watch your own heart for what you are doing. When giving gifts are you only giving to one child? Or are you giving the flashy shiny one to the oldest but the semi cool one to the middle child? This happens all the time in many families. It is an over looked thing that we tend to do without thinking. But if we put some thought in it, we will notice when we should be giving more and when we should be giving less.
For my children, we want them to be excited that their sibling is having a birthday. We want them to look forward to it, and rejoice with everyone that our baby was born into this world. 
On Christmas the parents give gifts to all their children. Yes it is a special day because our Savior was born into this world, but we should try to make every birthday a little like Christmas. 
We give presents to every child and every child gives a gift to each other. And why? Because we are all celebrating, -not just the birthday boy. It is a worldly concept to only give presents to one child on a birthday. This does nothing more than spoil the child. We ought not to spoil the child, but lead them to Christ. 
Yes it is their special day, but try keeping it special for everyone. Have everyone give presents and get a present. Then have a larger family themed present. Something that everyone can participate together with.
Have a family event like a water fight on a hot day, with brand new squirt guns for everyone. Try family laser tag, a day at SixFlags (if you can afford it), a water park retreat, or anything else that includes the whole family bonding together while having a really good time. 
Be creative and think of things to form a family day out of a birthday. Let the birthday child know that they are special, and that’s why everyone celebrates it. 
Jesus was born into this world to be a gift to us. When we celebrate His special day it is about being selfless and giving to one another. Similarly do this with your children. Let your child know that it is a family day because they are a gift and a blessing to the family. Teach them to be selfless and share the day that everyone might rejoice in their special day.
This is a very Christ like thing to do. It teaches our children not to be selfish and spoiled and it creates bonds throughout the whole family. It can also create a special bond between Mommy and Daddy. Because that day becomes a day of releasing, fun, and praise.
Rather than being stressed to get the cake ready, the presents wrapped, the children seated and the food made, you are offering your marriage a little release. If you like the idea of a squirt gun fight, be a child again with your spouse and create intimate bonds. Let everyone get involved and just have a good time. Special bonds can be formed when you release the stresses of life together. When you treat each other like friends you will be friends. 
When giving gifts to children, watch your heart. We tend to lean toward giving a certain child something more or something better. So one child may have an awesome birthday and another child will have a mediocre one. Then when they complain your first thought may be, “well your birthday is later in the year and we have less money at that time.” But if you set aside the same amount of money for each child then those issues won’t occur. Instead you could be giving a “blow out” for one kid and a heart break to the other. The love of Christ is always fair. So seek to always be fair with every child.
If one child gets jealous of attention, you can show them attention too. They don’t have to feel left out. If they’re trying to be an attention hog through their jealousy, then they need discipline. Children need to be trained not to be jealous. Jealousy is a work of the flesh and not a loving work of the Spirit.
But it is still good to look at it from their perspective. No they should not be getting jealous, that is wrong, however you need to look at the factors causing the jealousy. Is there something legitimate? If there is a real reason that is causing the jealousy, such as a lack of attention then you need to fix that.
If you have small children for example, and you give all the attention to the cute baby, your children will try to mimic their cute baby’s actions because they want attention too. It isn’t fair to them that Mommy and Daddy’s focus has departed from them and rested on their cute younger sibling. This is the reason for most jealousy in families. It results in sibling rivalry that can escalate throughout life. This jealousy that forms may never leave their hearts because of the escalations which happened. Even when they are older and moved out, something inside of them may still have a sense of bitterness over the situation they went through their whole life.
Let all your children know that they are loved. Give them the attention they need. They feel loved by the attention you give them. Don’t let a child be an attention hog, and don’t just focus on the cute one. Children feel loved through your interaction. So interact one on one with each child. Sometimes an older sibling can get overly jealous and never let you spend time with the middle child.
It is hard for the middle child because the oldest and the youngest get the most attention. Why? The youngest is the baby! Now that you can afford it, everything you wanted to give to your kids you can give to the youngest. That’s the mindset many parents form –not thinking of their other children’s feelings.
It is more Christ like to share that abundance with every child and not just one or two. If you do that with the youngest child then you are only trying to fulfill a personal dream you had for your family. That is a very selfish act, and you reap what your sow. If you sow your selfishness in your child, you will reap a selfish spoiled brat. 
Going back to why the middle child may feel left out: The oldest may get more attention for two reasons. The The first is that they were the first experience you had with a child. They have been your little friend the longest. The second reason is that they get the most jealous and try to hog your attention. The result? The middle child ends up neglected, needing more love and attention. Watch your conduct and make sure you’re doing everything out of love to lead your children in the love of Christ.
A child will not find Christ if you haven’t been the image of Christ to them. Be fair with them, and let them see your fairness. Let each of them feel very special and very loved. Train them not to be jealous of each other, but partners in life. They need each other and can’t go through life holding grudges against one another.
Draw them near to the Lord by being like the Lord toward them. Be selfless, loving and kind. Teach them the importance of Christ by first being like Christ. In doing these things you will inspire a child’s heart to desire the Lord.
 



Chapter Six
An Open Ear Is Better Than An Open Mouth
God gave us our mouths for talking, but also for devouring. If we are not careful, our mouths can devour the spirit of our children with the things we say. It is so easy to try to offer advice when our children are hurting.
Sometimes when we see they made a mistake our words tend to beat them up more than help them. We ought to be careful that all our words lead them back to the Lord in the love of Christ. While a child has their spirits down it is better to have an open ear than an open mouth. By listening patiently to their hearts and guarding our words we can fully portray the love of Christ.
Pay attention to your child’s spirit. If they’re discouraged, burned out, or broken be the one who is there for them. As children go through life, there are times that all their friends abandon them. If you’re not there for them, they’ll be bearing the burden of their pain themselves. But if you are there for them, then you can train them how to properly release it, while comforting them. 
Take interest in your children, and let them speak for themselves. Be accustomed to letting them share their hearts. Listen to their opinions, and help guide them to truths. If you make it a habit to always be there for them, then when the hard things come you’ll know how to properly comfort them. Everyone is close to a good comforter. And it is Christ like to grow in comforting others. Isn’t the Holy Spirit called the comforter? Therefore let Him work through you.
But a child dealing with hardship on their own may handle it the wrong way. I have known of many teenagers taking the wrong actions with their frustrations and brokenness. 
I knew a boy whose dad died when he was young. His mother remarried and when he turned fourteen his stepdad was diagnosed with terminal cancer. To make matters worse he had a girlfriend break up with him, shortly after that. Being so young he didn’t know how to handle it. He didn’t have anyone to go to and couldn’t handle the pain himself. As a result he took his life and hung himself in his garage. It was the worst funeral I’ve ever been too. Over 200 people showed up and everyone was crying so hard that there weren’t enough trash cans for the tissues. So the funeral home had to keep emptying the cans for everyone. This never would have happened if people knew how to be there for him and comfort him when he needed it.
Children don’t know how to handle hardship, stress or pain. You can’t possibly teach them how, unless you can get down on their level of understanding and explain it to them. Sometimes all they want is to vent. They have all these emotions bottled up inside and its breaking them into a million pieces. It feels like no one understands them and no one cares what they’re going through. They need you. There is no one else for them to look to. 
How are you showing them the love of Christ by abandoning them in their brokenness? Take the time to sit with them. Get close to their hearts and be accustomed to listening. Much can be learned about an individual through just listening.
Take note to their likes, dislikes, and feelings. Have an open heart with them. By having an open heart they’ll feel like they can trust you with theirs. Then when something hard happens you can be the one to sit down with them and share the love of Christ.
If their friends abandon them they’ll always have one who won’t –you. That will bring a bit of comfort to them, knowing that they are loved by Mom and Dad.
Even if things aren’t hard, listeners are better friends than talkers. If you’re the only one with words to say then they’ll feel like their words don’t matter to you. But by taking the time to hear them out in conversations or even letting them hold the floor, they will feel like they matter to you.
Absorb their words and always be praying about ways to bless them. Sometimes people give cues to what would bless them most with the words they say. Not that they are fishing for a blessing, but that they are sharing their desires in their heart. Then without them expecting you to fulfill their dream, there you are giving them a blessing.
Always have an open ear. Always be seeking ways to bless them. Pray for open doors and God will show you what to do. Learn to listen more and you will be able to better portray the love of Christ to your children.
 



Chapter Seven
The Point Is Salvation
Cultivating a fulfilling relationship can be one of the world’s most rewarding experiences. But we need to remember that in all we do we are leading them to Christ. Love is the essence of Christ -seeing that God is love. By building our children up in the love of God we are simultaneously seeking to steer them to God.
The Lord designed family to be the ultimate example of a relationship with Him. As parents we get to see how the Lord looks at us, through His own eyes. As children we get to experience His love first hand through our parents. 
In the end the main point is to lead our children to Christ. We must give an account for the way we raised them and handled them. Every word we ever spoke to them will be weighed in the balance.
As it is written,
“But I say to you that for every idle word men may speak, they will give account of it in the day of judgment.  For by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned." Mat 12:36-37
Therefore we need to use our words to turn our children to Christ. We should be keeping everything we do Christ centered for the family. Use every opportunity as an opportunity for fellowship.  If you go camping, have some family fellowship time. If you’ve gone fishing talk about the Lord, or read the Word while you wait for a bite. If you are staying inside because of the rain, have some family fellowship!
Family fellowship is just as important as fellowship with the church. Always have some form of a family fellowship night –weekly. Keep it to family only, no friends allowed. 
This is your special bonding time with your spouse and children. Keep everything Christ centered. Let God lead you that day in what you should do. Whether you should worship together, read the word, or have an hour of family prayer. Be devoted and be sincere. If your children can expect a fellowship night at a certain time every week there is no reason for them not to be prepared for it. 
Keep it Christ centered, but keep it fun and fresh. Make it something your children look forward to every week. Ultimately, if your children love the Lord they will love sitting in the presence of the Spirit and having good fellowship, just like you do.
Prepare bible studies and train your children in the Lord. Do not wait for them to learn from someone else. You have been called to train them up in Christ. Being their parent you are their elder in the Lord and so should have many bible studies with them. Try bonding one on one in special fellowship with them. 
Then have a family fellowship night where everyone comes together and discusses what they have been studying. Take the time to read the word as a family. But don’t just teach the stories of the bible. Explain to your children why they are important and what they have to do with everyday life. Make it more than a teaching, bring practical life application to the table for them. 
Help them in their individual walks. Give them guidance and council in the issues of life. By creating friendships with your children they will be more comfortable being open and honest about their struggles in life. Seeing that it is a rarity to have an open child, do not be harsh with them in their struggles. Rather, lovingly and gently guide them in their walks as Christ does with you. 
You have been made a shepherd over your children, and an overseer of their souls. Therefore make it your aim to shepherd and oversee them as Christ the Chief Shepherd does. Learn to be led by the Holy Spirit in all things. He will teach you how to lead your children. 
If you are sensitive to the still small voice within you, you will hear Him giving you guidance all day long. He will give you words to speak, and things to do with your children. He will tell you what discipline they need and when they need it. He will incline you to their state of heart and how you need to refresh them in Christ. Only learn to be attentive to the Holy Spirit and be submissive to Him. He will make all things easier for you.
If you are led by God in your family, and teach your children to do likewise, they will grow to a full stature in Christ. They will not waver nor jump ship after they move out. They will persist in the faith because you made Christ practical to their lives and taught them how to be passionate for God.
Show them the meaning Christ has for you. Teach them not only the “whats” of the faith but the “whys.” Show them why we believe what we believe and how it is practical for them. Start a fire for the Lord in their hearts by being on fire yourself. You can’t start a fire without a spark. Be the spark and be the “match.” A single match can set a whole forest on fire. There is a forest of life wrapped up in your child’s heart. Set it on fire by being the flame of Christ. That flame is His loving passion, and the creatures of the light adore the light. Be a light to your children and they will adore Christ in you.
We as Christians are more like glow sticks than light bulbs. We need to sit in the presence of Christ to carry his light around with us. If we don’t take the time to be illuminated by His presence then we won’t be able to illuminate others. We aren’t flames in and of ourselves. We are only dried up pieces of wood. Dried up wood doesn’t auto combust. It needs to sit in the flames for a while then it will be consumed in fire. So learn to sit in the Spirit of God and teach your children to do likewise.
Be the loving flaming passion of Jesus and watch your children burst into a fire for Him. In time their hearts light up like little glow sticks and be filled with the Spirit. 
Do not let them indulge in worldly things. In families today, children go to church and are Christian and go to bible studies and are Christian. They are surrounded with the things of Christ and filled with them there. But then they make a distinction between church life and home life. They go home and watch Sponge Bob Square Pants or other idle shows. They play video games and watch T.V. for entertainment of the flesh. We ought rather to be edifying them in the Spirit. Video games are a world built without a loving God. And T.V. shows teach you that you can be a good person without ever needing God. 
Why give your children a bad influence? We need to love them more than that! Do not let there be a distinction between home life and church life. Let the home be like church.
Being a Christian, you are a separate culture unto the Lord. You are receiving a real nation with a real capitol city in Christ. You are not of this world but of Christ.
“Therefore ‘Come out from among them and be separate, says the Lord. Do not touch what is unclean, and I will receive you.’” 2cor 6:17
This world has their gods and we have our God. A god doesn’t have to literally be a false deity, but as an idol can encompass anything that you entirely devote yourself to. If you have family or friends who entirely devote themselves to a life without God, then they serve a different deity. It is in their heart and mind to zealously court you and your children to serve their beliefs and personal convictions. But it is also written,
“You shall not go after other gods, the gods of the peoples who are all around you” Deu 6:14  
And again,
“Then beware, lest you forget the LORD who brought you out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage. You shall fear the LORD your God and serve Him...” Deu 6:12-13
Egypt, as we understand it, symbolizes the world of sin. You having been sanctified in Christ Jesus, have been brought up from the house of bondage and have been freed from the slavery of sin. You have been made a new person and a new creation in Christ Jesus. The old has passed away and behold all things are new! 
Therefore we must take it to heart to separate ourselves unto the Lord. We must be distinct from the world around us and separate from them. God, by His love shows us how far the east is from west. They are the house of bondage, coming from one end of the earth, and we are the house of freedom in Jesus Christ our Savior. We come from a different end of the earth, and must maintain our dwelling place in Christ.
What they serve is different from what we serve. We are commanded to come out from them lest we be influenced by them to serve their beliefs. Therefore, if there is anything keeping your children from Christ or if there is anyone teaching anything contrary to Christ then come out from them and separate yourself unto the Lord. This is being sanctified for Him! If there is an unsaved family member drawing them away from God, then pray about what you should do.
If they aren’t approving of your relationship with Christ and are drawing your children away, then maybe you should come out from them and be separate unto the Lord. The life and salvation of your children is on the line. You will give an account for how you nurtured their souls in Christ, and if you allowed those influences, you will be held accountable. If your unsaved family isn’t going to get saved then there comes a time and a place to dust off your feet and move on. 
Ask God if that time has come. Wait for His answer, He will tell you. If he says “no.” then change the way you approach your unsaved family. Your children can’t go through life thinking they are “one of them.” If they do then they will think they are both Christ’s and belong to the world. They need to see the distinction Christ makes. Let them know how far the east is from the west, and keep them from everything that turns them from God. These are the most sensitive years for them. 
We have a real enemy always at work to keep our children from coming to the Lord. Satan will do everything he can to keep your children from receiving the Lord. If you have unsaved family remember what the Lord says. Jesus calls them the children of Satan. Being his children they are used by Satan. They will lead your children to their father -the Devil.
So unless you want Satan to be a part of your children’s lives, then stop the demonic influences. T.V. shows made by the children of Satan are meant to lead children to living happy lives without God. If you want your children to have God, remove all those influences, and influence them with Christ. He is our culture and nation after all!
Let your children see the difference Jesus makes. Let them know that it is not only a religious difference but a cultural one. Make home life everyday church life. We as people are Christ’s Church after all! It isn’t the building but the body that makes a church. Therefore treat your family like a body in Christ.
When all is said and done, God will return and bring us home. Therefore it would be good to prepare your children for this. Prepare them in love and prepare them in truth. Live as pilgrims in this world as you have been commanded. For many people go about, busying themselves with idle things. Their focus is on the things of this present life. Such as their finances, successes and family. But they forget their first Love. 
Beloved, if you are doing this then you are influencing your children to be like the world. When they move out they will act like the world. You will have to give an account before the Lord who is ready to judge the living and the dead. He will judge you according to your leading. If you have caused one of His little ones to sin then there is a millstone tied around your neck.
Have fear, and lead your children in Jesus Christ. Take it as a most serious thing. God loves His babies, and by your complacency you are taking His babies away. How would you feel if someone you trusted watched your children, then because they were totally careless your child lost their life? This is what we are doing to God if we do not take our babies’ walks with Him seriously.
We must lead them in love and truth. Lies swallow a soul, but the truth delivers a child’s heart from the mouth of the Devil. Give them truth. Know your doctrine. Remember it isn’t your doctrine. It is God’s doctrine. 
Therefore, let Him teach you the meaning of the Scriptures by the Holy Spirit. This is what it means to grow in a relationship with Him. Do not depend on the opinions of others around you, but seek perfect and complete truth. The life of your soul and the lives of your children are on the line.
Be serous in your walk. Carry your children along in a walk. Nurture them and protect them. There are so many lies floating around this earth. We know that as the day of His return draws near, lawlessness will abound. As it is written,
“And because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow cold. But he who endures to the end shall be saved.” Mat 24:12-13
Do not let your love grow cold for your children. Lead them in truth and bring them faithfully to the feet of Christ. Beloved there is a reward laid up in Heaven for you. Be found faithful in Christ that you may obtain it.
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